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The Enemy - line by line explanation-

Word Meaning
Wounded Injured
Resolution Determination, Decisive

Hana said that the man had escaped from the prison. That is why he was wounded. Sadao
added that the man was wounded at his back. They looked at each other. Then Hana asked in a
decisive voice if they can put him back into the sea.

Sadao told Hana if he can put him back into the sea, can she also do it. Hana replied in
negative. She said he should do it alone.

Sadao hesitated. He said that he had strange feelings. If the man was not injured he could have
handed him over to the police without any difficulty.



Sado continued.

He did not care for the man. The man was his enemy. Sadao said that all American are his
enemy. The man was just a common person. But he is wounded. So we cannot throw him back
into the sea.

Hana said that in that case we would have to take him to our home, Sadao asked what will
servants think about it.

Hana said that they must tell servants that he would be given to the police. And we must
actually do it. We must think of our children. You should think of your position. If we do not hand
him over as prisoner war, we will be in danger.

Word Meaning
Fowl A type of bird

Sadao agreed with Hana. He said that he would not think of doing anything else. So they both
had agreed to hand over the man to police. They lifted the man. He was very light. He was like a
bird who had not taken food for long time. Such bird would have weight of only its feathers and
its bones.



Sadao and Hana started carrying the man to their house. His arms were hanging down. They
carried him through the side door of the house and then through passage of the house to an
empty bedroom.

Word Meaning
Deeply matted floor Floor with thick carpet

That was the bedroom of father of Sadao. His father had died. Now nobody used that bedroom.
The floor had thick carpet. They laid the man on the floor.

Word Meaning
Please To make happy, Wish

In this bedroom everything was Japanese because that was the desire of his father. He never
used a chair or slept on a bed that was made in foreign.

Hana took out a soft quilt from the cupboard of the room. It had design of flowers on it. Its lining
was of pure white silk. She spoke in a low voice that the man was very dirty. She was sad
because the quilt will become dirty.

Word Meaning



Bear Tolerate

Sadao agreed with his wife Hana and said that the man needed to be cleaned. He asked Hana
to bring some hot water. He will clean the man. Hana said she cannot tolerate that Sadao
should touch the man.

Hana said the she will need to inform servants that a white man was at their house. She said
she will inform to Yumi. Hana thought that Yumi could be away from their children for some time.
She can come to the bedroom and wash the man.

Sadao thought about it for some time and then agreed. He suggested that Hana should inform
Yumi and he will inform other servants.

Word Meaning
Utter Severe
Pallor Yellow colour
Stoop To bend
Faint Slow, Dim

Sadao saw that the face of the unconscious man was completely yellow. So Sadao bent over
him and felt his pulse. The pulse was slow but he could feel it. Then Sadao put his hand on the
chest of the man. The heart was also beating.



Sadao said that if the man was not operated, he would die. He considered if the man would die
during operation. Hana got afraid and shouted that Sadao should not try to save him. What will
they do if the man lived? Sadao asked her what they will do if the man died. (Sadao is talking
about death of the man during operation).


