
TAPLOW: No, sir. I’m not. In form the other day he made one of his classical jokes. Of
course nobody laughed because nobody understood it, myself included. Still, I knew
he’d meant it as funny, so I laughed. Out of ordinary common politeness, and feeling a
bit sorry for him for having made a poor joke. Now I can’t remember what the joke
was, but suppose I make it. Now you laugh, sir. (Frank laughs.)
TAPLOW: (in a gentle, throaty voice) “Taplow — you laughed at my little joke, I
noticed. I must confess that I am pleased at the advance your Latin has made since
you so readily have understood what the rest of the form did not. Perhaps, now, you
would be good enough to explain it to them, so that they too can share your
pleasure”.

The door up right is pushed open and Millie Crocker-Harris enters. She is a thin
woman in her late thirties, rather more smartly dressed than the general run of
schoolmasters’ wives. She is wearing a cape and carries a shopping basket. She
closes the door and then stands by the screen watching Taplow and Frank. It is a few
seconds before they notice her.

Taplow shares further that one day, Mr. Crocker- Harris cracked one of his classic jokes to
which no one laughed. He understood that the joke was meant to be funny and laughed
anyway because he wanted to be polite and to feel sorry for him making such poor jokes. He
doesn’t remember what the joke was and asked Frank to suppose he cracked a joke right
away and asked him to laugh.
He imitated his teacher again and told Frank what his reaction was when he laughed at his
joke. Mr. Crocker-Harris asked him to explain the joke to the rest of the form as he was the
only one laughing in the class.
As he was saying this, the door of the classroom opened and Millie, the wife of Mr.
Crocker-Harris entered the class. She was a thin woman who dresses smarter than the rest
of the women who are wives of Schoolmasters. She was wearing a cape and was carrying a
shopping basket. She closed the door as she entered and stood next to the screen watching
both of them talking. They noticed her after a few seconds.

FRANK: Come along, Taplow (moves slowly above the desk). Do not be so selfish as
to keep a good joke to yourself. Tell the others… (He breaks off suddenly, noticing
Millie.) Oh Lord!

Frank turns quickly, and seems infinitely relieved at seeing Millie.

FRANK: Oh, hullo.
MILLIE: (without expression) Hullo. (She comes down to the sideboard and puts her
basket on it.)
TAPLOW: (moving up to left of Frank; whispering frantically) Do you think she heard?
FRANK: (shakes his head comfortingly. Millie takes off her cape and hangs it on the
hall-stand.) I think she did. She was standing there for quite a time.
TAPLOW: If she did and she tells him, there goes my remove.
FRANK: Nonsense. (He crosses to the fireplace.)



Infinitely – to a great extent
Frantically – desperately

As Frank was joking about telling the joke to others, he saw Millie and stopped talking. He
turned around and was relieved by seeing her there and wished her hello. She replied hello
without any expressions on her face and put her basket on the sideboard. Taplow asked
Frank in a desperate tone if she had heard any of their conversation. Frank thought that she
did because she was standing there for quite some time. Millie took her cape off and hung it
on the hall-stand.
Taplow in a worrying tone says if she did hear them, then he will not get his remove and
Frank tells him not to think too much. Frank crosses the fireplace.

Millie takes the basket from the sideboard, moves above the table and puts the basket
on it.
MILLIE: (to Taplow) Waiting for my husband?
TAPLOW: (moving down left of the table) Er-yes.
MILLIE: He’s at the Bursar’s and might be there quite a time. If I were you I’d go.
TAPLOW: (doubtfully) He said most particularly I was to come.
MILLIE: Well, why don’t you run away for a quarter of an hour and come back? (She
unpacks some things from the basket.)
TAPLOW: Supposing he gets here before me?
MILLIE: (smiling) I’ll take the blame. (She takes a prescription out of the basket.) I tell
you what — you can do a job for him. Take this prescription to the chemist and get it
made up.
TAPLOW: All right, Mrs Crocker-Harris. (He crosses towards the door upright.)

Millie picks up the basket from the sideboard and puts it on the table. She asks Taplow if he
is waiting for his husband to which he replies yes. She tells him he is at the Bursar’s and it
might take some time. If she was in his place, she might have left. Taplow replies that he
said he will come. As Millie unpacks the things from the basket, she suggests him to go for a
quarter of an hour and then come back to check on him. Taplow asks her if Mr. Harris comes
back before him then what will happen. Millie assured him that she will take the blame for
this and takes out a prescription from the basket. She hands it over to him and asks him to
bring medicines for her from the chemist. He agrees and crosses the door upright.

The Browning Version Question and Answers

Understanding the text

1. Comment on the attitude shown by Taplow towards Crocker-Harris.



Ans: Taplow is a student of Mr. Crocker-Harris. Taplow is called for extra work by him on his
last day of school because of the day he missed previously. Mr. Crocker-Harris is a
disciplinarian who works hard and follows the rules seriously. He is not a sadist and doesn’t
believe in showing feelings to his students. Taplow likes him anyway and wants him to give
his remove. Mr. Crocker-Harris is not biased as he said he will give Taplow what he
deserves, nothing less and nothing more.

2. Does Frank seem to encourage Taplow’s comments on Crocker-Harris?

Ans:  Frank surely encourages him to comment on Crocker-Harris as he asks him many
questions about him. He also asked him to repeat when he was imitating his teacher.

3. What do you gather about Crocker-Harris from the play?

Ans: Mr. Crocker-Harris is a middle-aged schoolmaster who is a disciplinarian. He is not
biased with his students and is a strict person. He follows all the rules and never shrivels up
in front of his students. He takes his job seriously as he called Taplow on the last day of
school to make up for his missed day previously.

Talking about the text
1. Discuss - Talking about teachers among friends.
Ans: Students often discuss teachers among their friends. They sometimes make fun of
them behind their back or give them a name like Taplow did in the play – Crock. This is not
the right thing to do as a student must understand that a teacher will never do anything to
hurt them. They want to see them successful and sometimes being strict is what they have
to do at that moment.

2. Discuss - The manner you adopt when you talk about a teacher to other teachers.
Ans: One must respectfully address any teacher in front of other teachers. Whatever you
think about them, never disrespect them. Students tend to get very frank in front of their
teachers and starts saying things they should not have. It can backfire.

3. Discuss - Reading plays is more interesting than studying science.
Ans: Yes, reading plays is more interesting than studying science. Reading plays makes us
more imaginative and is interesting to do. It also helps in building our linguistic skills. We can
learn about the language more and we can learn so much about humans and their behavior.
Science, on the other hand, provides us knowledge and gives us a modern approach. It
gives us practical knowledge in laboratories and teaches us many things about our daily life.

Working with words



A sadist is a person who gets pleasure out of giving pain to others. Given below are some
dictionary definitions of certain kinds of persons. Find out the words that fit these
descriptions.
1. A person who considers it very important that things should be correct or genuine e.g. in
the use of language or in the arts: P...
2. A person who believes that war and violence are wrong and will not fight in a war: P...
3. A person who believes that nothing really exists: N...
4. A person who is always hopeful and expects the best in all things: O...
5. A person who follows generally accepted norms of behaviour: C...
6. A person who believes that material possessions are all that matter in life: M...
Ans:
1.       Perfectionist
2.       Pacifist
3.       Nihilist
4.       Optimist
5.       Conventionalist
6.       Materialist


