
WHAT IS GOVERNMENT?
(DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENTS)

Class VI. Civics.



Representative 
democracy and 

the universal 
adult franchise.

▪ Most of the democratic governments are 

representative democracies.

▪ In these democracies people do not participate 

directly but instead choose their representatives 

through an election process.

▪ Direct participation of all the people in decision 

making is not possible.

▪ Elected representatives meet and make decisions 

for the entire population.

▪ The government must be elected on the basis of 

universal adult franchise.

▪ Universal adult franchise means right to vote to all 

the adults.



India: the world’s 
largest 

democracy.
Meaning of 
democracy.

▪ India is a democracy.

▪ This achievement is the result of a long and eventful 

struggle of the Indian people.

▪ The main feature of democracy is that the people 

have the power to elect their leaders.

▪ Democracy is rule by the people.

▪ The word Democracy comes from 'Demos’ and 

‘kratas’, which means rule of the people.



Restriction on 
voting rights.

▪ In their earliest forms governments allowed only 

men who owned property and were educated to 

vote.

▪ It means denying vote to the women and the 

property-less poor people.

▪ Before the independence only a small minority was 

allowed to vote in India.

▪ People like Gandhiji  protested against this 

practice.



Women’s 
suffrage 

movement.

▪ No where in the world have governments willingly 

shared power.

▪ During the first world war, women started their 

campaign for their voting rights.

▪ This movement was called women’s suffrage 

movement.

▪ The term sufferage usually means right to vote.

▪ Many suffragettes were imprisoned for their 

protests.

▪ American women got the right to vote in 1920 and 

the women from UK got to vote on the same terms as 

men some years later in 1928.



Homework

1. What is representative democracy?

2. Is India a representative democracy?

3. What is women’s suffrage movement?

4. Read the topic.


















