
THE CENTRAL ISLAMIC LANDS
(THE CRUSADES)

Class XI. History.



Relationship 
between Islam 
and Christianity.

▪ In mediaeval Islamic societies the Christians were 

recognised as the people of the book.

▪ Depression head more rights compared with the 

other communities living under Islamic rule.

▪ With the expansion of Islamic Empire some of the 

places which were once held by the Byzantine 

Empire became the territories of Islamic empire.

▪ Jerusalem was conquered by the Arabs in 638.

▪ It was considered as the holy land by the Christian 

community because of its role in Jesus’s life.

▪ This was an important factor in the formation of the 

image of Muslims in Christian Europe.



Social conditions 
of Christian world 
which supported 

the idea of 
Crusade.

▪ Hostility towards the Muslim world became more 

pronounced in the eleventh century.

▪ After converting most of the tribes/groups in 

Europe now the Muslims alone remain as the main 

enemy for the Christian leadership.

▪ The clergy and the warrior class were making 

efforts to ensure political stability as well as 

economic growth based on agriculture and trade.

▪ the peace of God deflected the aggressive   

tendencies of feudal society away from the 

Christian world and towards the enemies of God. It 

built a climate in which fighting against the infidels 

became not only permissible but also 

commendable.



The first 
crusade.

▪ The death of Malik Shah of bagdad was followed by 

the disintegration of his Empire and it offered the 

Byzantine emperor to regain its territories.

▪ For pope Urban II , this was an opportunity to revive 

the spirit of Christianity.

▪ In the first crusade soldiers from France and Italy 

captured Antioch in Syria, and claimed Jerusalem.

▪ These territories were known as outermer and later 

crusade were directed at its defence and expansion.



Jihad and 
recapture of 
Jerusalem.

▪ The outmer survive well for some time but when the 

Turks captured Edessa in 1144, an appeal was made 

by the pope for second crusade.

▪ Combined German and French Army made an 

attempt to capture damaskus but they were 

defeated and forced to return home. After this, there 

was gradual erosion of the strength of outmer.

▪ Crusader zeal gave way to living in luxury and the 

battles over territory among the Christian rulers.

▪ Saladin created an Egypto+syrian empire and gave 

the call for jihad against the Christians.

▪ He regained Jerusalem, nearly a century after the 

first crusade.



The impact of 
Crusade on the 

relations between 
Muslims and 

Christians.

▪ The harsher attitude of the Muslim state 

towards its Christian subjects.

▪ The greater influence of Italian mercantile 

communities in the trade between East and the 

west even after the restoration of Muslim 

power.



Homework

1. What were the factors responsible for the crusade?

2. What was the outcome of the crusade?

3. Importance of Jerusalem in Muslim-Christian relations.

4. Read the topic.




























